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“He who gives attention to the word will find good, 

And blessed is he who trusts in the LORD.” 
Proverbs 16:20 
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Daily Bible Reading 

Common Complaints 

Regular Bible reading is a struggle for more Christians than would like to admit it. The 
most common complaints that I hear are: 

• “I can’t understand what I am reading.” 
• “It is difficult to be consistent.” 
• “My times of reading are dry and empty.” 
• “When I am done, I don’t even remember what I read.” 

These three are undoubtedly linked together. When the Bible is feeding and 
encouraging us, it’s easy to keep studying it, but when we find it confusing, dry, or too 
tedious, it quickly gets neglected. 

We should not be too surprised that reading the Bible and praying can be hard. The 
Bible is clear: “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). If Satan can keep you from the Bible and from 
prayer, he has certainly accomplished a major victory. He knows well that it is by these 
means that Christians grow strong in faith and are able to resist him (Acts 20:32; James 
1:21). Therefore, you can be sure that he will make these things a special target for 
attack. 

My goal is to teach you a method of studying the Bible that you will actually do—and 
that will help you benefit from what you read. 

What Goes Wrong with Bible Reading? 

See if this sounds familiar: one day, you get really enthused about reading the Bible—
and you set big goals for yourself—“I am going to wake up early every morning and 
read my Bible!” The first morning you hop out of bed, zealous to begin. You have your 
Bible, a journal, and maybe a Bible study book, and you make a truly determined start. 
The next morning may go well too, but it is not long before you find the pace too hot. 
You begin to get bogged down either by the study tools or by the sheer number of 
chapters you have decided to read. Soon, you aren’t getting anything out of it. Then 
one day, you get behind in your reading schedule . . . then you miss a day . . . then 
another . . . and before you know it, you’ve stopped altogether. 

Another common situation is where we turn to the help of prepared Bible studies or 
devotionals. We tell ourselves that it will be easier when we have something to go by. 
But what happens? We become so dependent upon the studies asking questions of 
the text that we never really get to think for ourselves. When the studies are 
completed, we feel lost and can’t seem to get going again until we find another study. 
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Toward a Solution: Key Principles 

Most of the problems in our Bible reading come from a misunderstanding of some 
basic principles: 

The first principle we must recognize is that we need God’s help in order to understand 
God’s Word. Jesus is very clear, “No one knows . . . the Father except the Son, and 
anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” (Matthew 11:27b). Do you see that? If 
you want to know God—you are absolutely dependent on Jesus. Therefore, it is 
essential that you pray before reading and remain dependent upon Jesus to help you 
as you read (John 15:5). Without Him, you will either not understand, or—even worse— 
you’ll misunderstand what His word means. 

A second principle is that the God speaks to us through the grammar of the scriptures 
via our minds. The scriptures are not like a some magical charm that we can simply 
wear to “get a blessing.” The Spirit works through our minds to help us to understand 
what He is saying: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2a). 

A third and commonly neglected principle is that we must take time to dwell on (or 
meditate) on what we are reading. “Meditation” can conjure up the image of an 
Eastern mystic, sitting cross-legged in a mindless trance surrounded by candles and 
bamboo, but in the Bible, meditation is more like turning thoughts over in our minds, 
pondering them, and asking ourselves what they mean and what difference they are to 
make in our lives. 

Personally, I find that it is usually during my times of meditation that the Holy Spirit 
works to help me understand the significance of what He is saying to me. Sometimes 
my most fruitful times of meditation happen long after my personal worship time is 
over—like while I am driving or walking, or even taking a shower. 

Wherever He speaks, the Bible promises wonderful things for those who take the 
scriptures to heart in thoughtful meditation (see Psalm 1). Therefore, the best method 
of reading the Bible is one that helps you think about the words of the scripture, what 
they mean, and why they matter. 

First Things First—Get to Know the Book 

Before jumping into the day-to-day method of studying a book of the Bible, it is a 
good idea to spend some time getting acquainted with whatever book are you are 
going to study. Read through it quickly to try and get the feel of it. It is easier to do this 
with the shorter books, and it is best to read through it more than once. Try to discover 
four important things about the book: 

1. The background and situation in which the book was written 
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2. The purpose or purposes for which the author wrote the book 
3. The original audience of the book (much of the Bible was written for specific 

people) 
4. The role the book plays as part of the whole Bible—and especially how the book 

helps us understand the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

You might find it helpful to take a few notes on this information for later reference. 

If you can, get a hold of a good study Bible.1 These tools spell out this information for 
you and most provide outlines so that you can easily see the flow of thought. 

However, don’t get so bogged down on this step that you never end up getting to the 
book. 

The Young and Fountain Method of Reading the Bible 

There is no such thing as fruitful Bible reading without effort, but there are methods 
and skills for getting the best return for your effort rather than wasting it. Some years 
ago, a retired missionary told of a simple little aid that he had found to be most 
helpful. Like most other Christians, he had struggled for many years—even after 
entering the ministry—to maintain a regular devotional life. After trying many different 
ways, he at last lighted upon a very simple aid that totally transformed this area of his 
life. Later, he passed it on to Bible students in the New Hebrides islands while teaching 
there, and they too found it extremely helpful. It was passed to believers in Canada, 
then to others in Louisville, Kentucky, and now to you. 

Over time it has been modified and improved and has been a blessing to a large 
number of people. It is particularly useful because it simple and yet powerful. It does 
not require you to do too much—or too little. And it can be adapted to every level of 
maturity—and personality type. Here are the basic steps: 

1. Pray 
2. Read 
3. Title 
4. Observation 
5. Context 
6. Meaning 
7. Application 
8. Pray and Think 

 

 
1 I personally find the ESV Study Bible (available in hardcopy, as an app, or online) and the MacArthur 
Study Bible (also available in hardcopy or as an app) helpful. 
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Now, let’s look at each step in some detail: 

1) PRAY — Begin with prayer that God will bless your study of His Word through His 
Spirit. At the same time, don’t forget to keep praying through every step because 
you need Him every step of the way! 

2) READ — Read through the day’s passage slowly and thoughtfully. 

I highly recommend studying through whole books of the Bible, starting each day 
where you left off the previous day. 

Don’t pressure yourself to read too much, or you will run out of time for meditation. 
Five to ten verses is usually ideal, depending on the kind of book. In most books, a 
good rule of thumb is to study one section as divided up in our English Bibles. If 
you are studying an Old Testament story, you may need to read more—or even 
whole chapters—in order to get the full picture. 

3) TITLE — Having read the passage at least once, record the following information at 
the top of your Bible study page or journal: the passage’s reference, a title that 
summarizes the passage (be clear, but use as few words as possible), and the date. 

4) OBSERVATION — Now, we are getting down the meat of the method—begin with 
careful observation. You will want to notice and document (I will provide several 
ways to do this later) all the information (events, truths, facts, arguments, etc.) 
presented in the passage. Take your time and notice what you are reading! 

Many of the folks that I teach regularly miss the point of the texts they study 
because they hurry over observation and then jump straight to application. Don’t 
give in to this temptation! Discipline yourself to slow-down and do the work of 
noticing and noting what the text is saying. 

One quick reminder at this point: don’t record want you want the text to say or 
what you have “always been taught” the text is saying. Instead, notice and write 
down what the text is actually saying! 

Let me put it this way: have you ever tried to teach someone something who thinks 
they already know what you are trying to teach them? Annoying isn’t it?!? Don’t do 
this with God. Submissively observe and document what the passage is saying. 

5) CONTEXT — Next, take to heart the context surrounding the passage. Look back at 
previous passages in the book (and most importantly, the passage just before it). 
Do you see any connections? If so, make note of them. 

This is extremely important because so often, the Bible is served up to us 
piecemeal—a little verse here, a little story there, so much so that it is easy to think 
that the Bible is nothing more than a collection of stories, life-principles, and 
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inspiring little “Tweets.” Instead, it is written so that the ideas in one passage relate 
to those before and after it—and they work together to make the author’s points. 

Furthermore, the whole Bible is a single story, celebrating and announcing a single 
Hero! Listen to Jesus in John 5:39, “You search the Scriptures because you think 
that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me.” Literally every 
verse of the Bible was designed by God to point you to Jesus. Therefore, it is 
critical to relate the passage you are studying—not only to the message of the 
whole book—but also points you to Jesus Christ. If you don’t see Jesus in the 
passage you are studying, Jesus in John 5:39 says you are missing the whole point! 

6) MEANING — Now for the heart of the method . . . having taken note of what the 
author has said and how it fits together with what he has said previously, our next 
goal is to put this information together in order to find and summarize the point of 
the passage. It’s as if you have examined all the individual pieces of a jigsaw  
puzzle . . . then fitted them together . . . and now you get to stand back and see the 
picture! 

Can you trace a flow of thought, the building of a case, or an overarching theme of 
the passage? Make a note of any such themes. (You may have to read the text 
repeatedly, looking for the big picture). 

Then, ask yourself, “What was the writer trying to accomplish with this passage? 
What was God’s purpose for revealing and preserving this information? What does 
this passage teach me about Jesus Christ?” In other words, “What’s the point?” 
This step is going to require that you do the hard, valuable work of thinking, 
praying through, and meditating on the passage. 

Next, try to summarize the meaning of the passage in your own words—and write it 
down. This step is critical. The message of the passage will be of little benefit unless 
you can express it clearly in your own words. Don’t let yourself off the hook by 
saying, “I know what it means, but I just can’t put it into words.” If you do, your 
understanding will suffer and your application will not be nearly as helpful. Also, 
don’t get discouraged if this is hard for you—by God’s grace, you will get better 
with practice. 

7) APPLICATION — Now, you want to turn your attention to the passage’s application 
in your life. The basic questions you want to ask are, “So what?!? Why should this 
passage matter to me?” It is helpful to think of application as goals that you are 
setting and praying for based on what God has revealed to you during your study. 
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8) PRAY AND THINK — The final step, which hopefully, you have been doing all along 
sounds obvious, but here it is—think and pray through the passage, it’s meaning, 
and its application. 
Mulling over your passage throughout the day is a huge help in deepening its 
application. Therefore, turn off the TV, set down the iPad, take out the ear buds so 
that you can think clearly about what you’ve studied. Most importantly, get personal 
and specific! 

Note: If you cannot understand a passage, or you come up with a problem in the text 
you cannot immediately solve, don’t feel pressured to solve the problem right away. It 
is often better to set the problem aside and return to it later. We will talk more about 
such times below. 

FAQs 

Where should I read? 
Good books to start on are Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John. In the Old Testament, all the 
books from Genesis to Proverbs are fairly straightforward (with the exception of Exodus 
21-40, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Job—come back to these when you 
have some experience under your belt). In the New Testament, after you have worked 
through a gospel, consider Colossians or Philippians. 

How much should I write? 
The answer to this question is different for everyone depending on their personality, 
time-restraints, and attention-span, but whatever you system you settle into, the main 
thing is to not to get bogged down in your work so that you end up giving up. 

You may be the type who is tempted to write a book, when a few lines will work. If you 
write too much, you run the risk of setting standards for yourself that you can’t keep 
up.  

How long should my study take? 
Not counting your time in prayer, a good rule of thumb for a “devotional” level of 
study is to spend around 15-30 minutes using this method. Nobody is timing you, so 
give yourself the freedom to work on the same passage a few days in a row if you keep 
benefiting from it. 
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What should I use to write in? 
In just a second, we are going to show different ways of recording your work, but if you 
do your work by hand, you will likely find a 3-ring binder with loose leaf paper to be 
the most efficient. You can use a new sheet of paper for each passage, and if you need 
additional pages, just stick them in. 

Which translation should I use? 
Unless you have a very strong attachment to the KJV, you will probably get more 
benefit from a solid, modern version. I personally use the NASB, which is a literal 
translation that is still very readable. The ESV is also a faithful, eloquent, and readable 
translation. The NIV and NLT are helpful translations for those who struggle with 
reading comprehension or to give insight on passages that are hard to understand. 
However, the NIV and NLT are definitely not my first choice for regular reading 
because (by design) they contain lots of interpretation rather than offering a 
straightforward translation. 

Is this the only Bible study I need to do? 
No, this method is great at helping you build a solid foundation of Bible study, but if it 
is all you do, it will take you a long time to get through the whole Bible. So, let me 
suggest some ways you can supplement your “Young and Fountain,” verse-by-verse 
study so that you keep your study balanced and fresh: 

• Read large portions of the Bible for the purpose of understanding the Bible’s 
“big picture.” “Read through the Bible in a Year” plans are helpful tools to 
follow for this kind of reading. You can do this in your spare time as you 
continue your Young and Fountain work, on specific days of the week (like every 
Friday), or as a “break” between books. 

• Research any “problem passages” that you’ve encountered in your Young and 
Fountain work that you set aside for more detailed study. 

• Study special themes or doctrines that interest you—and use the Young and 
Fountain method to study passages around the Bible that speak to your topic. 

• Study particularly difficult passages like those found in places like Genesis 6, 
Job, Ecclesiastes, Romans 9, 2 Peter, or Revelation. 

For these type of studies, don’t be afraid to ask other, mature Christians about 
problem passages; doing so can lead to some really beneficial discussions. Finally, a 
concordance, a good commentary, or a study Bible can be extremely helpful, but 
remember to listen most intently to the text—not to the words of men!2 

 
2 Danny Akin has a helpful tool for finding faithful commentaries at www.danielakin.com/books/booklets. 
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Busy Schedules = The Big Killer 

In my experience, the worst enemy of regular Bible study is being too busy. However, 
let’s be honest—we are the ones who make our schedules—according to our own 
priorities. If we believe that it is important to eat and sleep, then we make time for 
them. If we are passionate about physical fitness, somehow, we fit exercise into our 
schedule. If we really believe in the importance of reading the Bible, then we will make 
it a high priority. 

I find it best to set a regular time each day for study when I know I will not be 
distracted. For me, mornings are best; others study on their lunch break; still others 
prefer the evening. This is something that we all have to work out for ourselves. Find 
what works for you and your situation, and run with it! 

Most importantly: in all of the practical work involved in planning for and studying 
God’s word, remember to motivate yourself—not with guilt—but with promises. 
Promises like: 

“He who gives attention to the word will find good, 
And blessed is he who trusts in the LORD” (Proverbs 16:20)! 

Finally, remember to study—not as one who is trying to “win points” with God. Jesus 
has already accomplished that for you (Romans 5:19)! Instead, study as one who is 
beloved—and wants to know their Father . . . and the Savior who brought Him near! 

“Therefore . . . like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, 
so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 

if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord” (1 Peter 2:1-3). 

Are you ready to see what this looks like in real life? Here we go . . . 
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Examples 

I will begin with simple examples on a beginner/devotional level, and then show 
examples of progressively more advanced work. Then, I will show what this might look 
like if you keep your notes on a computer. Finally, after the key steps are understood, I 
will show several examples of an “annotation” style of study. 

Whatever your experience level or learning style, learn the basic principles and then 
adapt the method so that it works for you. 

Matthew 5:13-16 
(Note that a short passage is chosen here because it forms a natural section). 

Matthew 5:13-16 Salt and Light July 23, 2016 

Observation 
1. The disciples are called “the salt of the earth.” 
2. If lost, the flavor of salt can never be regained. 
3. Salt is absolutely useless if it has no flavor.  
4. They are the light of the world which cannot be hidden any more than a city on a hill.  
5. A lamp in a house is always put where it gives off light. 
6. Jesus is commanding His disciples to let the light of their good works shine so that 

others might see their good works and give glory to their heavenly Father.  
 
Context 
Verses 3-12 describe the character of a Christian (humble, gentle, zealous for righteousness, 
merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers, patient with sinners, joyful). These qualities give me 
specific ideas about what Jesus means by “good works” in v. 16. 
 
Meaning 
The disciples were to be like salt and light with their lives and witness to the world so that 
the people around them glorify God when they see the deeds and attitudes. 
 
Application 
God wants my actions to “glorify” Him. I ought to make it more obvious at work that I am a 
follower of Jesus by showing the character of Christ better in my life, serving unselfishly, and 
seeking more opportunities to share the gospel. 
 
Father, I am sorry for being hard-hearted toward Kelly yesterday. Please cleanse me of 
pride, give me a pure, merciful heart and use it to make a great name for Yourself! Amen. 
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Genesis 20:1-18 
(Here a longer portion of text is taken since it’s all one story. Therefore, each point 
covers several verses and gives a bare outline of the passage. Note that the context 
refers back to Genesis 15-18 rather than just the previous passage). 

Genesis 20:1-18 God Keeps Sarah Pure August 7, 2016 
  
 Observation 

1. Abraham lies about Sarah being his wife, and Abimelech marries her.  
2. God (sovereignly and secretly) keeps Abimelech from touching her and reveals to 

him that she is already married. 
3. Abimelech confronts Abraham, who says he did it because he was afraid. 
4. God promises to restore Abimelech. 
5. God’s plan to restore Abimelech depends upon the prayer of Abraham—which God 

also directs! 
6. Sarah is restored to Abraham with many gifts.  
7. God hears Abraham’s prayer for blessing on Abimelech. 

  
Context 
God had promised that Abraham and Sarah would have a son together AND that through 
his line, the Savior of mankind would come (Genesis 17-18). Satan would have thwarted this 
plan if Sarah remained Abimelech’s wife. 
  
Meaning 
God’s plan of salvation will triumph over all obstacles and is not dependent on men for 
success—even though God sovereignly uses men to accomplish His plan (like Abraham’s 
prayer). 
  
Application 
What a wonderful comfort it is to know that God is so committed to my salvation that He 
will allow not allow anything to keep it from happening! 
 
I also need to be reminded that even though God is sovereign and has already decided what 
He is going to do, He uses the prayers of His people. I need to pray more for Kyle and 
Kristy. Please save them. Amen. 
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 Psalm 79 
(Note: this psalm is not an easy one because of the curses hurled at God’s enemies. It 
is not necessary to understand everything here in order to learn from the psalm. At very 
least, we can be amazed that through the work of Christ, people who were once His 
enemies are now being adopted into the very family of God (Colossians 1:21-23)! Also 
note that because it is a psalm, the immediate context of the previous psalm is not 
necessarily relevant; historical context would be much more helpful to explore). 

Psalm 79 Help Us . . . For Your Sake! February 3, 2016 

Observation 
1. The nations have come into Jerusalem, defiled the temple, and made God’s people a 

laughingstock among the surrounding nations.  
2. The writer is asking God, “How long will You be angry with Your own people?” 
3. Basically the prayer of God’s people is, “Be merciful to us and forgive us for our sins.” 
4. They are not asking this for the sake of their own convenience! They are 

concerned about God’s name (see vv9-10)! They don’t want the nations to belittle 
the name of their God. 

5. “Hear the groaning of Your people and return vengeance on Your enemies.” 
6. We are Your people—Your sheep. We will thank and praise You forever—and teach 

the generations to come to do the same thing! 

Context 
Written after the destruction of Jerusalem. Praise God that Jesus Christ came to save the 
nations that have been His enemies! 

Meaning 
Even in a terrible situation, God’s people can have confidence in Him because He is a God 
who loves His own glory and takes care of His own people. He is worthy of our praise—
especially since WE used to be “the nations”—His enemies (Colossians 1:21-23)! 

Application 
My present difficulties at work should lead me to praise God (as in v. 13) because I know 
God is faithful to keep His promises to look after His people. 

Father, thank You for sending Jesus to die for His enemies on the cross! Reading this text 
reminds me of how fortunate I am to call You “my Father.” 

Please help me to love Your faithfulness and teach my children how wonderful You are. I 
have been slacking off in family worship, but today You have reminded me of how 
important it is. Please give me grace to start back—tonight. Amen.  
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Ephesians 1:1-14 
(Sometimes a passage will not easily divide into smaller sections, and so you must be 
flexible. Such is the case with the following example. This passage is dripping with rich 
truth—30 minutes of study will just barely scratch the surface. Don’t worry—just enjoy a 
30-minute feast—and continue on the next day). 

Ephesians 1:1-14 Lavish Grace in Christ May 13, 2016 

Observation 
1. We are blessed with every spiritual blessing, in the heavenly places, in Christ.  
2. God’s blessings come “in Christ.” 
3. We are chosen in Him to be holy, predestined by Him to adoption as sons, redeemed in 

Him according to riches of His grace, told the mystery of His will, in Him all will be united, 
made heirs in Him, and sealed in Him by Holy Spirit. 

4. All of this was motivated by His “love” (v4) and the praise of His glory (vv6, 12, 14)! 
5. Jesus is the beloved of God—and by His blood, we have forgiveness! 
6. He has lavished us with “riches of His grace.” 
7. The big plan of God was to “sum up all things in Christ.” 
8. In Christ, we have an inheritance! 
9. This inheritance is sure because God—the One who works all things after the counsel 

of His will—has predestined it to occur! 
10. All of these promises have been “sealed” by the Holy Spirit—who is a pledge (down 

payment) of our inheritance as God’s own possession! 

Context 
This passage fits in with the message of Ephesians, which is about God’s great purpose and 
goal for the Church through Jesus Christ. 

Meaning 
In Christ, believers have been given an unbelievable inheritance! We are not an afterthought! 
We were chosen before Genesis 1:1 and have been joined to Christ for a reason—that we 
should bring praise and glory to God! 

Application 
These promises are mine! As a believer, I have been adopted as a child of God Himself! God 
loves me—even weak, pitiful, disappointing me! He has lavished me with “riches of His grace.” 

Lord, I have been letting little things get me down. Help me to see what You have promised 
me and predestined me to have! 

Lord, I confess that when I fail, I am scared to come to You. But Christ has died for my 
forgiveness. I am now Your child. I can come by grace! Thank You! 
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Romans 5:6-9 
Here is a more advanced study to give you an idea of the potential of this method: 

Romans 5:6-9 God’s Love for Losers July 23, 2016 

Observation 
v6— Christ died for His people while we were still helpless (ungodly). Apart from Him, we 
are helpless. 
v7— This is amazing b/c you might be able to explain dying for a good man, but you 
can’t explain dying for an ungodly man. 
v8— 

- God’s love is demonstrated in Christ’s death for us—while we were still sinners. 
- Christ died to save the UNGODLY! 
- God and Christ are so intimately tied that God’s love ® Christ’s death. 
- Christ died “for us”—we are the ungodly ones mentioned in v6! 

v9— 
- “Much more then”—I take this phrase to mean that since we are justified by 
Christ’s blood, we most certainly will be saved from the wrath of God through Him! 
- There is no wrath to dread for those who have been made right with God by 
Christ’s death (“blood”)! 

Context 
- What does the “for” mean in v6? It seems to answer how the love of God was poured 
out “through the Holy Spirit” (v5). 
- v1— justification by faith ® peace with God—which is desperately needed (1:18; 2:27; 3:19) 
- v2— Faith = the introduction into grace ® hope of God’s glory 
- v5— We have hope b/c of God’s love poured out through God’s Spirit 
- vv1 & 11 seem to be bookends and vv1 & 9 are closely related—God’s love is proven by the 
cross that has given us peace with God and the hope of sharing His glory! 

Meaning— The cross proves God’s amazing love because it gives sinners salvation from 
God’s wrath, a relationship of grace, AND the hope of glory! 

Application— Because of the cross, I should live in the awareness of God’s love for me! 
- I am justified by faith. I have peace with God through Jesus. I am standing in grace! I ought 
to be excited about my sure hope of glory. I ought to see everything from the basis of the 
fact that God is no longer against me! Even my problems are being used to strengthen my 
hope. 
- The cross proves the God loves me! Lord, thank You for reminding me of these truths. 
Last night—when I messed up . . . yet again, I was tempted to despair and to shy away from 
You, but I praise You for bringing me back! Amen. 
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A Few Variations on This Basic Method 

iDevo 
Here is a screen shot from what Romans 5:6-9 would look like if you kept your notes on 
a computer. I have done this one in Microsoft Word, but you could use Pages—or to 
make your work easily searchable, consider using Evernote! 
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Annotation Method 
Another way to use this method is by printing the text on a sheet with extra wide 
margins and extra line spacing and then making notes and observations right on the 
text. The advantages of this method are that is seems very natural and it works well for 
visual learners. The disadvantage is that space quickly becomes a premium. 

(Note: use separate pages for your notes on Context, Meaning, and Application). 
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Now It’s Your Turn 

Ready to begin doing this yourself? Please be encouraged—using this method will take 
some getting used to, but it will be worth your effort. Now, I want to share some final tips: 

Mastering the Young and Fountain Method Cheat Sheet 
Treat your passage like an intriguing mystery that must be solved . . . or like a precious 
jewel that must be mined . . . come to the passage with good questions! 
1) OBSERVATION — At this point, the only question is, “What information is the author 

giving me in this passage?” Avoid the temptation to jump to the other steps. 
2) CONTEXT — Context can be the most difficult part of this method to master (and the 

most valuable). The big question to ask is, “How do the surrounding passage(s), help 
me understand what is being taught here?” 
Here are some questions you need to ask: 
• “Are there shared words or themes included in my passage and those around it?” 

If so, “How are these passages related? Is there a connection? A contrast?” 
• Look for connecting words like “for,” “therefore,” “nevertheless,” “since,” etc. 

and ask, “What question are these words answering?” 
• “What is the ‘mood’ of the passage as it flows from the previous passage?” 
• “Are there Old Testament passages quoted or mentioned?” If so, “Why did the 

author choose to quote that passage—right here?” (Hint: to answer this question, 
you may have to go back and understand the quotation in its original context). 

3) MEANING — Your mission: bring the information learned from observation and context 
together to determine why your passage was written. Again, ask the right questions: 
• “How is all the information given working together in the passage to make a 

point?” 
• “What themes are repeated or emphasized in the passage?” 
• “What is the mood of the passage?” 
• “Why was this passage written?” 
•  “What does this passage teach me about God’s plan for making Jesus famous?” 

4) APPLICATION — Here the key is thoughtful and prayerful mediation. Spend time doing 
the hard, fruitful work of thinking about the significance of your passage in your life. The 
big question to ask is, “So what?!? Why should this text matter to me?” Here are some 
little questions to ask: 
• “How does God want my life and thinking to change because of this passage?” 
• “How is this message different than what the culture is teaching me?” 
• “Where do I resist what God is saying here?” 
• “Why is this message so beautiful?” 
• “What goals do I have for living in light of the truths of this passage?” 
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